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ZL.   '/.     ^mi declare that " no laws can bind the Emperor, whom all Christendom is of right subject, and w is answerable only to God/' Yet when Frederick I the father of Maximilian, received the iron crown Lombardy as well as the imperial crown in 141 these honours brought with them no real authori although the later Hapsburg Emperors still clung the visionary belief that the imperial rights of th predecessors would strengthen at home their dynas and personal claims. Frederick III was the 1 Emperor to be crowned in Rome, for, as Gibbon sa
